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MY TELNO 256: FALKLAND ISLANDS
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT!S STATEMENT ON THE D ISPUTEWAS MORE

ELFFUL THAN 1 HAD FEARED' IT WOULD BE. AFTER THE BOW OF SUPPORT

Of THE VALIDITY OF THE ARGENTINE CLAIM, AND THE NEED NOT TO
PROLONG NEGOT IATIONS OVER' IT, [T MOVED STEADILY IN OUR D IRECTION
WITH AN OUTRIGHT CONDEMNATION OF THE USE OF FORCE, A REFERENCE

TO THE BAD PRECEDENT SET BY THE ARGENT INE ACTION FOR OTHER
TERRITORIAL CLAIMS, AND A CALL FOR RESPECT FOR THE DECISION OF
THE SECURITY COUNCIL.
2+« THERE 1S A GROWING TENDENCY IN MEXICO TO BELIEVE THAT THE
LEGALITY OF THE ARGENTINE CLAIM 18 FULLY ESTABL ISHED. THIS
TENDENCY WILL NOW BE REINFORCED. HOW EVER MUCH WE MAY TALK ABOUT
OUR LONG EXERCISE OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ISLANDS AND THE WISHES
OF THE INHABITANTS TO REMAIN BRITISH, THE MEXICANS, WHO ARE A
LITIGIOUS LOT, SEE THE FALKLANDS AS PART OF THE INHERITANCE OF
SPAIN WHICH DEVOLVED UPON ARGENTINA«. IN PUTTING OUR CASE TO THE
FOREIGN MINISTRYAND TO THE PRESS, | HAVE FOUND MYSELF SOMEWHAT
HAND ICAPPED FOR LACK OF LEGAL COUNTER ARGUMENTs IN PART ICULAR IT
WOULD BE HELPFUL TO.KNOW WHETHER WE CLA IMED THE ISLANDS AFTER LAND ING
ON THEM IN 169¢, WHAT ATTITUDE WE TOOK TOWARDS THE FRENCH AND LATER
SPANISH OCCUPAT IONS ' IN THE 18TH CENTURY AND WHETHER WE CONTESTED
THE LEGALITY OF THE ARGENTINE OCCUPATION BEFORE 4833+ THE EARLY
HISTORY MAY SEEM IRRELEVANT ! IN CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT FOR
an MEXILAHC IT 1S THE WEAKEST PART OF OUR CASE, AND I SHOULD
BE GRATEFUL FOR WHAT GUIDANCE YOU CAN GIVE.
Fa AT PRSENT OUR POSITION ENJOYS CONS IDERABLE SYMPATHY IN MEXICO.:
WE HAVE HAD MANY MESSAGES OF SUPPORT( INCLUDING ONE FROM A SERVING
MEXICAN ADMIRAL WHO HOPED FOR THE EARLY DESTRUCT ION OF THE
ARGENTINE FLEET)s BUT/ IF FIGHTING BEGAN, THE MEXICAN CONDEMNATION
OF THE USE -OF FORCE WOULD OF COURSE TEND TO SWING AGAINST US AS
IT NOW SWINGS AGAINST THE ARGENTINES. A
4. FCO PLEASE PASS AS NECESSARY.
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