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FALKLAND ISLANDS: OPERATIONAL ORDERS FOR SSNs

1% Under her present orders the first SSN in the Falkland
Islands Exclusion Zone has orders to sink an Argentine ship
as soon as the Zone comes into force at 0400 hours on 12 April.

2. The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary considers that there
may be dlplomaulc developments as a result of Mr Haig's activities
which make it desirable to be able to stop the SSN executlnw these
operational orders up to the last possible moment. At present
this last possible moment is 10 p.m. on Saturday 10 April.

3. This position can be altered by sending a signal to the
SSN to cancel its previous instructions and to say that Rule 2
will he in operation from 0400 hours on 12 April (Rule 2 simply
provides for self defence). Thereafter Ministers can decide to
revert to the previous instructions at any time and be confident
that such instructions will be received by the SSN within 12 hours.
If Ministers delay reverting to the previous instructions beyond
1600 hours on Sunday 11 April there is a possibility that the
SSN will not receive and therefore act on the previous instructions
¢wuntil some time after 0400 on 12 April. This is the only positive

V\\Q penalty of this procedure. But there could be other operational
implications: the reason for the present earlier deadline is to

N\ guard against the risk of communication breakdown and to give

the SSN Commander more time to plan his operations.
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“Manuscript notes by Mr Pym” at Chequers meeting to consider ROEs for SSNs
10 Apr 1982

FCO7/4565 f215
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1) No reinf. [reinforcement] 4 submarines - merchant ships

2) process of withdrawal begun

In touch today when Haig reports

o/play [?] Haig expectation of withdrawal

expect no target. A. navy in harbour putting out ?planes. Ships said to be Pt St
[Port Stanley] - ?like not

They won't mine because our retaliation worse for them (?xyz)
Sov. help to A. [Soviet help to Argentina]

N. [Nuclear] Weapons 33. Monday? 9 VC10s.

Canberra ASC1/?] LDV/[?] temp.

8a) Assault landing instructions

8b) Chile want Bloodhound [British air defence missile]

?Unit thinking ?thro

Interest. [abcd]

Sovereignty

xUN. NZ. ?Brazil. xCanada

10. Parl. Recall
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FALKLAND ISLANDS: OPERATIONAL ORDERS FOR SSNs

1% Under her present orders the first SSN in the Falkland
Islands Exclusion Zone has orders to sink an Argentine ship
as soon as the Zone comes into force at 0400 hours on 12 April.

2 The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary considers that there
may be diplomatic developments as a result of Mr Haig's activities
which make it desirable to be able to stop the SSN executing these
operational orders up to the last possible moment. At present
this last possible moment is 10 p.m. on Saturday 10 April.

e This position can be altered by sending a signal to the

SSN to cancel its previous instructions and to say that Rule 2
will be in operation from 0400 hours on 12 April (Rule 2 simply
provides for self defence). Thereafter Ministers can decide to
revert to the previous instructions at any time and be confident
that such instructions will be received by the SSN within 12 hours.
If Ministers delay reverting to the previous instructions beyond
1600 hours on Sunday 11 April there is a possibility that the

SSN will not receive and therefore act on the previous instructions
until some time after 0400 on 12 April. This is the only positive
penalty of this procedure. But there could be other operational
implications: the reason for the present earlier deadline is to
guard against the risk of communication breakdown and to give

the SSN Commander more time to plan his operations.
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