PRIME MINISTER

You are to give an interview to six children from Primet Primary
School, Colne, Lancashire tomorrSﬁrmornlng following a survey
their class has conducted into water pollutlonﬁzn.thelr area. The
interview will be filmed by BBC Schools Television's "Landmarks"
for transmission in the autumn when they will be running six
programmes looking at air and water pollution, food qualf??f
recycling and conservation of animal and plant habitats. They
have been following the children and their progect. Part of the
interview with the children will be shown on BBC TV's "North West

Tonight". m——

The project is loosely connected with Greenpeace's East/West
Educational Project involving 18 schools 1£”EIHE“ESGH%rles - the
USA, Canada, USSR, Finland, Hungary, the Netherlands, Sweden,
Switzerland and the UK. There are computer links between the

schools.
The pupils, aged between 10 and 11, who will interview you are:

Kenneth Bracewell
Scott Elliott
Andrew Pinder
Nicola Edwards
Carley Ogden
Gemma Beveridge

and Quratulann Ebrahim will be making a video recording for the
school. They will be accompanied by their class teacher, Mrs
Stephanie Smith who has been leading them in this project.

Most of the class, of about 30, have been in London all this week.
They have visited Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, seen you at
Question Time on Tué§a§§, seen Starlight Express and visited the
Natural History Museum.

One of the surveys the children have been doing is in to pollution
in Colne Water, which is a tributary of the River gaigar They
will be brlnglng w1th them samples of the water taken from the
area. They w1ll want to talk to you about river pollution, what
is being done To stop this and what naf@r%he public can playv in
ensuring that rivers become much cleaner than they are today.

They will also ask you about the problems of litter generally.

— ——

Water Quality in the Colne Area

The National River Authorlty are at the moment carrying out a
R e
River Quallty Survey in the Colne area. The last was done in

1985.

——

There are two main water courses in the Colne area, the Leeds
Liverpool Canal and Colne Water. In 1985 the Canal was Class




A

(good quality) above Colne deteriorating to Class 2 (fair
quality) at Colne and remaining at that quallty for a considerable
distance beysgaj Colne Water is a river fed by streams running
off moorland which beccmes Pendlewafer'below CO’Ae and in return
figag*into the River Calder some 4 miles south of Colne. In 1985
Colne Water was Class 2 (falr) though the upper reaches and the
moorland streams were of much higher quality. Pendlewater
deteriorates to Class 3 (poor quality) about 3 miles south of
Colne, and the River Calder was Class 3 as far as its confluence
WTEE—the River R£EBTZ‘ZSﬁe 10 miles S to the south west. The Ribble
was Class 1A in its upper reaches, deteriorating to Class 2 below
its confluence with the Calder.

In your interview with the children you could point out that in

the Colne area there is a YEEX_XEEEEE.EEX§£~9931ity' including

both clean upland streams and problem areas lower down as a result
of 1ndustry and disused mines. Recent pollution incidents have

been caused by dlscharges from water treatment works and from /k

leaking sewers. The water authority has been 1nvest1ng heav11y in
sewag’"improvements in an effort to clean up the rivers in this
area. One of the maJor problems is poliﬁflon from 1ndustr1a1
waste. The setting up last September of the 1ndependent National
Rivers Authority con51derabl§_§%;sngthens water pollution control
and gives this country the strongest environmental protection
lagency in Europe. The NRA is responsible for regulating
dlggpa;ges to the water, monitoring water quality and
investigating pollution incidents. They also have the power to
take action against those who do pollute our rivers and streams.
Local councils and people living in—%Ee area are free to draw the

NRA™s attention to local pollution problems that concern them.

You can also point out that a tremendous amount of work is being
done in this country to improve the quality of our water Over
the next 10 years the investment programme totals Mf?ié 3 éllllon.
This includes £11 billion for investment at sewage “Treatment works
and in the system of sewers, of which £1 billion is intended
specifically to bring substandard sewage treatment works up to

standard.

You can also point out that river quality in Britain is generally
very good. Vggyper cent of rivers 1n the UK Qgg% for England and
Wales) are of good or fair quality. For the EEC as a whole the
comparable figure is only_Zé(per cent. Since 1985 there has been
a reduction in the length of poor and bad quality rivers in
England and Wales and a comprehensive river quality survey is
being carried out by the NRA at the moment. -

The Government is committed to achieving further improvements in
river quality, to achieve a steady reduction in poor quality
rivers and eliminate those of bad quality. The remaining problems
are largely a legacy of the industrial revolution.

Millions of pounds will be spent over the next ten years to build

new sewers, renovating old sewers, eliminating unsatisfactory
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storm sewage over-flows and improving our sewage treatment works.
But at the same time we must all be vigilant to make sure that
others, including industry, do not pollute our rivers and streams,
) and the surveys of the kind conducted bv Prlmet School can make
people aware of the importance of making sure that our rivers are /
kept clean. This does not just include stopping chemicals and
other industrial waste appearing in our rivers but also putting a
stop to the tonnes of rubbish which are dumped into some rivers by
people who do not care. Aggﬁone of their surveys says, they found
bottles, cans, old metal, polythene sheets, cardboard and wood in
Colne Water.

The children could also ask you about Blackpool beaches as they
carried out a survey on what tourists thought about pollution in
that resort.

The Department of Environment say that quallty of water in that
area is poor and an improvement scheme “was proposed by the
beginning Nng of 1989. This is still with the Environment Secretary
but in the'TTEE%‘of the recent announcement that all sewage
discharged in the sea has to be treated he 1s minded to refuse
this application. -
——
You could say that there is an application for a major scheme to
improve the bathing waters at Blackpool and this is now being

You
could also go on to say that Zé=per cent of our bathlng waters
around Britain comply with European standards and that we will be
spending £2.9 billion over the next few years to treat all /
significant discharges of sewage in to the sea to bring waters up/
to standard.

The Department of Health have recently confirmed that the risk
of contracting serious illness from bathing in the sea around the
United Kingdom is extremely small but we are now carrying out
research to quantify the possible risks of minor illnesses such as
gastro-enteritis. e g Bl

—

I have enclosed two of the reports produced by the children. One
is by Carley Ogden, aged 10, who looked at pollution in Blackpool
and she will be amongLEhé children interviewing you tomorrow. The
other is by 11 year old Daniel Kegg who looks at pollution in

Colne Water.

Content for the interview to take place in the White Room?
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